sets heart clickin’ like the tickin’ clock, when the frost 
the punkin ond the the shock. 


; JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY 
Patients preparing supper alfresco 
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Facts That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. the United 
States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Texas and 
Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease rarely 
communicated contacts that from the public health stand- 
point might considered practically non-communic- 
able disease. The Leprosarium Carville was founded fifty- 
four years ago. date not single member the medical 
nursing staff has contracted the disease. 


Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 

Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. Children under are not admitted. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for short periods. 


FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof the remoteness the communicability 
disease. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


* * * * 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
year old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done gesture 
respect the unconvinced and not because there any scientific necessity for it. 


Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 
This activity open all interested patients. THE STAR its entirety hand-set patients. 
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Lecturer Diseases the Skin, University Sydney; Lecturer Diseases the Skin, School 

Public Health and Tropical Hygiene, Sydney; Member the Faculty Medicine, University 

Sydney; Consulting Physician for Diseases the Skin, Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, Sydney; 

Honorary Member Royal Society Medicine, Dermatological Section: Member the Medical 

Board New South Wales; First President the New South Wales Branch the British Asso- 
ciation for Dermatology and Syphilology. 


* * 


EDITOR’S NOTE:- with apprecia- 
tion copy Dr. Molesworth’s textbook, INTRO- 
here extracts from his section 
and extracts from paper Leprosy Dr. Moles- 
worth, reprinted from THE MEDICAL JOURNAL 
AUSTRALIA. 


Dr. Molesworth, distinguished Australian physi- 
cian, has contributed papers 
LEPROSY and other scientific public- 
ations. His paper, ‘‘The Evolution Racial Resistance 
Leprosy and Other Diseases’’, the Acta Dermato- 
Venereological, published Stockholm, Sweden, arous- 
considerable controversy. Dr. Molesworth contends 
the gradual elimination leprosy from the white races 
the result evolutionary process, or, other 
words, the survival the fittest (persons with natural 
resistance the infection). 


Dr. Molesworth was charge the leprosarium, 
part the Prince Henry Hospital, Sydney, for years, 
until resigned 1947. 


* * 


The horror leprosy nothing but survival 
like superstitious beliefs about passing under lad- 
der, witchcraft which came down from our 
ancestors, and should discarded have 
shed others. not intern syphilitics; 
course not; allow them live and work and 
spread their infection and fill our hospitals and 
insane asylums, with nothing but mild legislative 
restriction, become invalid and insane the 
thousands. 


The disease mentioned leprosy the ac- 
count given Leviticus not described pos- 
sessing any the characteristic signs and symp- 
toms the disease know it, and the “leper 
white snow” mentioned later may have had leu- 
coderma psoriasis. The outstanding sign lep- 
rosy, anaesthesia, mentioned Bibli- 
cal accounts. The scalp, too, described the 
Bible being regularly affected, whereas know 
that this area very rarely involved true lep- 
rosy. The translators, therefore, probably used 


* * 


the name designate dread infective malady. 
The fact that the Bible can quoted justifica- 
tion for severe measures instituted certain 
countries for the control leprosy, one the 
most important influences operating against the 
proper management the problem along modern 
lines. one can understand the weight op- 
position inspired this supposed Biblical au- 
thority unless has tried bring about some re- 
laxation the regulations order permit 
more humane treatment the sufferers this 
disease. The reasons for the decline leprosy 
Europe have inspired speculation for over fifty 
years. The subject has always been one great 
interest me, and frankly confess that utterly 
disbelieve the supposed efficacy medieval re- 
gulations, admit the influence improved hygiene 
and nutrition, but favor strongly major fact- 
the evolution racial resistance the elimi- 
nation stock which possessed high suscepti- 
bility leprosy. 

called leprosy another name would 
not smell much sweeter? call bacillary 
granuloma bacillary neuritis and where, with 
modern methods treatment, will the horror go? 
should never know where —into the Ewig- 
keit— into the limbo with other superstitions. 

And anyhow, are justified the evidence 
before us, subjecting the unfortunate leprosy 
sufferers penalties over and above those inflicted 
fate? Think tuberculosis and the risk in- 
fection and death thereby; think syphilis un- 
treated; let cleanse our mind the horror 
the name leprosy. Let start afresh and origi- 
nate clean, unprejudiced and rational regime 
for the management the problem leprosy 
and let our humanity extend liberally the un- 
fortunate leprosy victims, any rate those who 
are willing and able reason their intelligence 
and education follow out treatment and 

continued page 
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INTRODUCING MR. RICKMAN 


have worked with rich and poor, high and 
low, all classes, all races and all creeds, but nothing 
has excited muchas the privilege working 
here” declared Thomas Rickman, our new Dir- 
ector Community Activities. 

Mr. Rickman, alert and thougtful ex-Com- 
mander the Navy has had cosmopolitan exper- 
ience both the and Europe. 

Interviewed THE STAR office, Mr. Rick- 
man’s talk revealed colorful and varied career. 
Born Chicago, graduated from the 
Education. was especially interested athletics 
but said, did not want become coach”, 
went once into recreational work with the 
Chicago Park District, with which served for 
years. 

man assumed duty State Recreation Director 
with the W.P.A. finally was made W.P.A. Re- 
gional Director for Mid-Western States and had 
the opportunity studying recreational adminis- 
tration those states. 

After one year Regional was 


moved Washington and made National Program 
Consultant for W.P.A. 


Leaving W.P.A. the outbreak World War 
Il, Mr. Rickman joined the Navy Lieutenant 
1942. Working the Naval Welfare and Re- 
creational field, soon was promoted the rank 
Commander the Bureau Naval Person- 
nel. During this time served member the 
joint Navy and Marine Board sent Europe after 
V.E. Day look into the education and recrea- 
tional problems the armed forces. was 
Berlin Day. 

Following the war, Commander Rickman served 
Welfare Advisor Admiral Joel Boone, 
Director the nationwide medical survey made 
the Navy the bituminous coal industry. 

year Mr. Rickman filled the position As- 
sociate Professor Recreation the University 
Minnesota. 

When asked how became interested this 
hospital, Mr. Rickman said, heard about Car- 
ville through Mr. Mark McCloskey, Director 
Community Education, New York City. Mr. Mc- 
Closkey, formerly with the Federal Security Agency, 
had been told Mr. R.W. Bunch, Executive Of- 
ficer, Hospital Division, Public Health Ser- 


vice, that Director Community Activities was 
needed here.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Rickman and their year old 
son, arrived Carville September They are 
all “personally delighted here.” 

Mr. Rickman attended recent National Re- 
creation Conference held Omaha, Nebraska 
where, said, shook hands and talked with 
1000 the 1600 members present and all expressed 
great general interest Carville and not one 
said, ‘Aren’t you afraid down there?’ Indeed, 
you have made great strides your educational 
campaign.” 

this conference Mr. Rickman was made 
member special executive committee designed 
form Hospital Recreation Section within the 
American Recreation Society. The purpose the 
Section establish the medium through which 
the special recreation problems hospitals may 
find wider understanding. 


Thomas Rickman 


Mr. Rickman said, “It hope that pool- 
ing the energies, interests and ambitions Carville 
residents, can the daily lives all 
concerned. This will teamwork, patience 
and sound planning. cffort this direct- 
ion will insure that all may share those satisfactions 
which arise from the dignity work, from joy 
play, from appreciations art, music and 
literature, from love and understanding the 
world around us, and from the happiness fine 
human relationship.” 
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CARVILLE CALLERS 


recent years, regardless the remote location 
the National Leprosarium and the lack 
dequate accomodations for guests, except official 
ones, many people from many places have visited 
this hospital. They have come train, automobile 
and bus. couple moderns have flown from 
Shreveport and New Orleans and parked their 
Piper Cubs right our golf course, while one man 
rode from Bayou community horseback 
see relative. Two boys paddled down the Missis- 
sippi canoe visit their father. But here 
new one. Pictured below are two young New 
Yorkers, Ruthe and Jay shortly after their 


arrival here early September, after bicycle 
hegira more than 2000 miles. Mr. Mrs. 
spent several weeks this hospital visiting Jays’ 
brother Joe, who patient here. 

Carrying with them pup tent, sleeping bags 
and other camping equipment, Ruthe and Jay left 
New York City July 28th. They pedaled from 
miles day, stopping sometimes farm 
houses and trailer camps. 

Ruthe said “All along the way, found people 
hospitable and interested our trip. almost 
every state through which passed, promised 
people whom met write and let them know 
about our experiences”. They told how route 
they ate fruit orchards and one farm where 
they were entertained Ruthe was taught milk 
cow. Bicycle trips have special sentimental charm 
for Mr. and Mrs. for was such trip 


they first met. 


Before their marriage year and half ago, 
Ruthe, attractive blonde, was secretary the 
M.G.M studio New York City. Jay, 
who saw service the European theatre war, 
has just completed course electrical engineer- 
ing which started under the Army Specialized 
Training program Syracuse University. Jay says 


this bicycle trip “an accumulated vacation”. 


Carville they continued their bicycle tour the 
West Coast visit relatives. 


Ruthe and Jay plan South America where 
Jay would like work, but they added, “We have 
intention making that trip bicycles.” 


far cry from South America Korea but 
this hospital recently had medical guests from 
these two widely separated countries, the same 
time. They were Dr. Vicente Pecoraro Rosario, 
Argentina, and Dr. Eun Chang Kim from Seoul, 
Korea. 

Dr. Pecoraro, who the staff Carrasco 
hospital, Rosario, has been working 
disease for almost decade. was enthusiastic 
bout the sulfones, which they are using some 
extent his hospital. According Dr. Pecoraro, 
there are four leprosaria Argentina. 

Dr. Pecoraro will the for one year. 
spent two weeks Carville and plans study 
Western Reserve, Cleveland, Ohio; Johns Hop- 
kins, Baltimore and hospitals New York City 

Dr. Kim, Head the Public Health Service 
Korea, when interviewed THE STAR office, 
September 11, said had been the since 
last November official mission from his 
country observe our hospitals. already had 
spent some time Detroit, and the University 
Minnesota. When asked how liked 
Dr. Kim replied, “In comparison with hospitals 
country, just like fairy land.” Dr. Kim 
added that there are leprosy cases Korea, 
with only leprosaria “and have money 
buy the new sulfone drugs.” 


South America, the Belgian Congo and, 
course, Hansen’s disease, were the subjects dis- 
cussion when Miss Janice Bailey, N., Lafayette, 
California, Mr. Alfred Townsend, Pasadena, Cal- 
ifornia and Miss Caroline Wilkins, 
Worcester,Mass., called THE STAR office dur- 
ing recent visits this hospital. Miss Bailey came 
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Carville get firsthand information about 
Hansen’s disease because there are doctors 
the Mission Station the Peruvian jungles, where 
she will early October. Miss Bailey, grad- 
uate nursing from the San Joaquin General 
Hospital. associated with the Wycliff Bible Trans- 
lators. She related that the Indian tribes among 
whom she will work have written language, 
and her organization translating the Bible into 
their native tongue. 

Mr. Townsend, also with the Wycliff Bible 
Translators, was route Mexico for prepara- 
tory work prior going Peru. 

Miss Willkins, with the Baptist Conservative 
whose headquarters are Chicago, was under the 
impression that Chaulmoogra oil was still being 
used here treating Hansen’s disease. She, like 
many other nurses who have visited Carville, 
told that she was taught practically nothing 
about leprosy during her training. 

Early 1949 Miss Wilkins will leave for the 
Belgian Congo serve hospital. 


Among visitors this hospital late August were 
Father Joseph McGraw and his niece Miss Hel- 
McGraw, Cleveland, Ohio. They came here 
especially see “Joey” whom Father McGraw met 
while was Army Chaplain the Philippines 
with the 1133rd Combat Engineers. Father McGraw 
used say Mass the Tala Leprosarium, and 
helped Joey get medical and other supplies for the 
Tala patients. 


Two years ago had some correspondence 
with Miss Maya Riviere, Executive Secretary, Na- 
tional Council Rehabilitation, New York City. 
that time Miss Riviere was compiling an- 
notated bibliography rehabilitation, covering 
disabilities including Hansen’s disease. Miss 
Riviere asked for information the rehabilita- 
tion program Carville. Our reply was that ex- 
cept such was created the patients them- 
selves, local rehabilitation was practically non- 
existent. 

Miss Riviere’s continued interest brought her 
Carville August 30, when had the oppor- 
tunity discussing with her our rehabilitation 
and other problems, which are still unsolved. but 
pending. 

Maya Riviere, unusually alert and charming 
person, was her way back New York. She 
had been Mexico attending the Ist. Inter-Amer- 
ican Conference Rehabilitation which 


Latin-American countries and delegation from 
the State Department were represented. 


Miss Riviere said: formerly the stage. 
When told had tuberculosis refused accept 
the diagnosis. consequence, where would 
have taken probably months cure me, took 
years bed rest. When case was arrested 
realized had been self centered person and 
waked the fact that there were others the 
country who needed help. went work with 
the National Tuberculosis and then 
was sent the National Council Rehabilitation. 


The traveling Aulgers, Aulten and Marene 
San Diego, California, visited this hospital Sat- 
urday, September 12. Mr. and Mrs. Aulger are 
paralized from the waist down. Marene, former 
Texan, whose disability the effect polio, spent 
some time Warm Springs. Aulten was army 
flight instructor Pensacola until one his stud- 
ents wrecked the plane and has never walked 
again. 


Mrs, Aulten Aulger 

When the Aulgers arrived Carville, they had 
already covered !2,000 miles and been the road 
months, traveling their specially designed, 
hand-operated automobile. 

This remarkable couple carry with them light 
folding chairs, into which they lower themselves 
from their car, and which are only means 
getting about. 

route they stopped dozens cities 
Montana, Kansas, lowa, Indiana, Missouri, Illinois, 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Vermont, 


continued page 


1948 THE STAR 


THE EDUCATIONAL FRONT 


Medical Columnist Helpful Ally 


few weeks ago, out clear sky, came scores 
requests for sample copies THE STAR. The 
requests were from almost all sections the coun- 
try and each one was accompanied coin 
stamps. What Good Samaritan had brought THE 
STAR the attertion many new people? 
wondered, but not for long. 

Attached some the letters were clippings 
from Dr. William Brady’s column, “Personal 
Health Service” (National News Service’. The 
column carried the tollowing letter and Dr. 
Brady’s reply: 


“As impressionable child was 
frightened motion picture which 
one character was victim leprosy 
the legendary sense the word. This fright 
reached into adulthood. During thir- 
ties suffered from nightmare the sub- 
ject, sometimes extreme degree. 
But now, thanks primarily your own 
and Frank Colby’s campaign spread 
the light truth about Hansenosis (Han- 
sen’s disease) nolonger morbid about 
There must great many people 
who harbor false and cruel notions about 
this disease. 


“Answer Yes, and such people should 
write the National Leprosarium, Carville, 
magazine published the resident pat- 
ients. gives more pleasant 
ful picture the situation and outlook.” 


grateful Dr. Brady for the wave 
special interest created THE STAR but this 
was means the first time Dr. Brady has been 
helpful. For years Dr. Brady, now Beverly 
Hills, California, has been writing daily and Sun- 
day syndicated health column which reaches 
million readers the United States and Canada. 

Whenever devoted leprosy and its attendant 
problems, Dr. Brady’s column has always been 
frank, fearless and factual. Here for instance, 


condensation column that appeared July 
1948. 


NAME CHANGED, LESS HYSTERIA 
OVER LEPROSY 


doctor “reported” case feebly 


disease now correctly called Hansen’s 
disease. 

But had the doctor, reported 
health officer, used such tame name for 
it, the item would hardly have rated space. 

No, the“health officer” was careful 
call the name that would have creat- 
the part health officers, medical poli- 
ticians and other ignoramuses not 
many years ago. 

Maybe the poor fellow’s name was 
spelled Early, anyway the health and med- 
ical authorities that bygone period had 
field day hounding the man from one 
place another because was reputed 
have Hansen’s disease. They didn’t 
call Hansen’s disease then, course. 

would difficult get the public, 
including officialdom, into 
hysteria over case Hansen’s disease. 

disease, all authorities agree, 
but slightly communicable, probably 
less likely spread from one person 
another than tuberculosis. 

The item said the individual with 
Hansen’s disease probably will sent 
the leprosarium Carville, La. now 
you know what Hansen’s disease was 
called the item. 


From the present state our knowl- 
edge the disease, there seems 
good reason why any one who has Han- 
sen’s disease should not remain home 


Hansen's disease but may not care en- 
ter hospital other institution, 
stand his her rights, that is, the 
“health authorities” try get tough about 
it, and necessary take the matter into 
court. 

When any unpleasant publicity 
given (leprosy) the community 
today, the publicity reproach our 
public health authorities, Public 
Health Service, State Municipal health 
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REFORMS CALIFORNIA 


great step forward was taken the Los An- 
geles chapter the American Mission Lepers 
meeting held that city September 26. 

Plans appeal County and State health au- 
thorities the interest leprosy patients were 
dopted this meeting. 

The action was taken after the Rev. George South- 
well, western secretary the Mission, delivered 
talk which charged that “the leprosy patient 
not being treated human bei Los An- 
geles County today.” 

Approximately 300 persons the meeting sup- 
ported four-point program. First, they favored 
asking the State Board Health arrange with 
General Hospital authorities give patients the 
same medical treatment now available the na- 
tional leprosarium Carville, La. Second, they 
declared that patient should kept here more 
than days before being transferred Carville. 
Third, they suggested that the State Health Com- 
missioner arrange send nurses and doctors 
Carville study latest techniques. Finally, they 
urged that State laws need changed the 
State Legislature consider provisions suggest- 
national measure. 

The Rev. Clifton Rash, Protestant Chaplain 
Carville, also spoke. Mrs. Ames, President 
the Mission’s Los Angeles Chapter, presided. 

THE STAR received this information from 
news item printed the Los Angeles Times, Sep- 
tember 27, 1948. 


The American Mission has announced its 
Annual Business Meeting and Convention 
held the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago, 
October and 22. 

Thursday evening October 21, the principal 
speakers will Dr. Johansen, Medical Di- 
rector, United States Marine Hospital, Carville, 
and Dr. Hartman Lichtwardt, Medical Direc- 
tor, Woman’s Hospital, Detroit, Michigan. Dr. 
Lichtwardt, formerly medical missionary Iran, 
has consistently advocated abolishing the use 
the word “leprosy” and “leper”. suggests these 
terms replaced “Hansenosis and 
fact, the title his talk Chicago “New 
Hope for the Hansenotic”. 

The use the word “leper” has been forbidden 
scientific circles and the recent International 
Congress Leprosy Havana was officially 
condemned. 


THE STAR 
MISSION MOVES FOR 


October 


Dr. Kellersberger, General Secretary the 
American Mission Lepers, stated recently, “Our 
Mission about modify its name, accordingly”. 

For many years the American Legion Post 
Carville, THE STAR, and patients here have ur- 
ged the Mission omit the odious word 
title. hope definite action will taken the 
Chicago Convention. 


LOUISIANA GROUPS ENLIGHTENED 


Dr. Erickson, Executive Officer this 
hospital, has been doing valuable educational 
work regarding Hansen’s disease right here 
Louisiana, where such work most needed. 
has been speaking both lay and medical groups. 

the invitation Francis Holiday, President 
the Downtown Baton Rouge Lions’ Club, one 
Carville’s staunchest friends, Dr. Erickson gave 
talk Hansen’s disease the Lions’ Club lun- 
cheon held the Heidelberg Hotel, September 21. 

October 13, Dr. Erickson went Opelousas 
La., where addressed the District Public Health 
meeting. This meeting, attended 20°, included 
the State Health Director, Directors Health 
Departments, Public Health nurses and sanitar- 
ians from parishes. 

Speaking before this medical group, Dr. Erick- 
Son stressed correct diagnostic procedure Han- 
sen’s disease and emphasized the impropriety 
the use the word “leper” scientific circles. 


EDUCATIONAL FRONT 
(continued) 
officers. After all, the 


newspapers with the discovery case? 
Eh, doctor?” 


The Fresno (California) BEE (September 
1948) carried news item headlined “Leprosy Case 
Reported Fresno.” The story pat- 
ient’s name and home address and went into det- 
ails about his “advanced” condition. The news- 
paper the patient had been “ident- 
ified” Dr. Rohlfing, the director the 
Fresno General Hospital, and further information 
had been furnished Stein, city and 
county health officer. 

The case the doctors reported the news- 
papers was probably poor man financially, with 
political influence. protesting this publicity, 
THE STAR asked Dr. considered 
his action ethical would have done the 
same case syphilis, cancer tuberculosis, 
Dr. Rohlfing has not replied. 
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PHYSICAL MEDICINE AND 
HANSEN’ DISEASE 

Will physical medicine, that is, physical and oc- 
cupational therapy, prove beneficial pa- 
tients with Hansen’s disease? any information 
this disease, Dr. A.W. Reggio, Director Phy- 
sical Medicine and Rehabilitation, U.S. Public 
Health Servece things are necessary”. 

Here Carville are well the way find- 
ing out for Dr. Reggio’s first requirement “trained 
professional therapists” has been met some ex- 
tent the recent addition Miss Eva Laughlin, 
R.N. (below), our resident hospital staff. 

Miss Laughlin, who reported for duty here 
September Ist comes from Seattle, Wash. She 
graduate nursing from General Hospital 
Everett and trained for physical therapy work 
Los Angeles Children’s Hospital. She returned 
Washington state similar work and served 
for years physical therapist with the “Medical 
Group” Honolulu. 

Miss Laughlin said: read the the news 
letter the National Physical Therapy Assn., that 
there was opening for physical therapist 
Carville. became interested immediately because 
Hansen’s disease new field presenting chal- 
lenge.” 

Dr. Reggio’s second requirement “proper super- 
vision ane equipment” being fulfilled. her de- 
partment, Miss Laughlin supervise massage, heat, 
exercise and hydro-therapy, the objective being 
“to restore much normal function nerve, 
bone and muscle disorders humanly possible”. 

The Physicical Therapy Department 
now has operation: Diathermy, Inductotherm, 
Infra-Red light, Sun lamp and Ultra-Violet light. 
The last word Physical Therapy equipment has 
just arrived for instalation. Variable Fre- 
quency Stimulator used for muscle stimulation. 
Miss Laughling now spending three weeks 
Chicago learning some the latest techniques 
the operation this machine and other physical 
Therapy equipment. 

hope the patients expect too much too 
soon, miracles are not performed physical 
therapy” said Miss Laughling, this bring 
Dr. Reggio’s third and very important require- 
ment, “complete cooperation the patients 
the treatments. 

Physical medicine says Dr. Reggio “comprises 
the use physical and occupational therapy 


all its forms may apply the particular dis- 
ease treated. The two forms therapy are 
used side side—not but the one 
supplementing the other.” hoped that plans 
employ occupational therapist this hospital 
will expedited give sound program 
physical medicine. 


SORORITY SERVICE INVALUABLE 


behalf the delegates and guest fhe 
Delta Sigma Epsilon Conclave held Biloxi, 
sissippi August. Ivabell Beidler, National 
Secretary Delta Sigma Epsilon has wirtten Dr. 
Johansen the following appreciation. 

you for your very enlightening pres- 
entation August 24, the work Carville. 
sure that all have much better un- 
derstanding and apreciation the work vou are 
doing and wish redouble our efforts 
assistant you and your patients. 

Dr. Johansen reports that never has spoken 
more audience than that formed 
this Nationnl Sorority, and also the hospitality 
extended him and Mrs. Johansen was warm and 
sincere. 

For the past yeass Delta Sigma Epsilon’s many 
chapters throughout the U.S. have taken the pat- 
ients this hospital under they wing. Their serv- 
ices have been varied and valuable. educat- 
ional Sorority, Delta Sigma Epsilon has been espe- 
cially helpful printing several enlightening 
articles about Hansen’s disease their national 
publication, The Shield. 

Returning home from the Conclave, group 
Calsfornia Delta Sigma Epsilon visited Carville, 
They were Lois Culverwell, Santa Barbara, 
Betty Painter Burbank, Muriel Lehman and 
Marian Lurker, Los Angeles. 

Jimmie Fisher and his New Yorkers will give 
with sophisticated Manhattan melodies when they 
play here for dance the evening October 
30° “The New Yorkers” from Baton Rouge are 
making their Carville debut through the courtesy 
the American Federatson Musicians, 538, 
Baton Rouge. 


This party one series arranged for the pa- 
vember 


Place THE STAR your public library 
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NEW LOOK HAN 


and August this year, two 
things happened this hospital which 
made local history. 

July one our patients left officially, via the 
front gate, for her home one the endemic 
States, with the sanction the Health Officer 
her own State, and carrying “medical discharge” 
stating that she required further treatment. 

August the three strands barbed wire 
along the top the heavy wire fence front 
this hospital were removed order the Hos- 
pital Division the Public Health Service, 
Washington, D.C. The fence itself still there, 
most government reservations. However, 
the present fence and any future fences, are 
told, are strictly “ornamental” and for keep- 
ing cattle confined certain areas. 

The removal few strands barbed wire 
may seem matter small importance, perhaps 
some the patients have not even noticed it. But 
those who have been patients this hos- 
pital long time, and have seen the gradual 
change from almost penal institution almost 
hospital, the removal those wires 
significant. 

anyone thinks are exaggerating its impor- 
tance, might well recall the conditions 
that existed under the State regime, some which 
were continued under the National regime simply 
through custom habit are few choice 
excerpts from the 10th Biennial Report the 
Board Control for the “Louisiana Leper Home” 
(1914): “The necessity treating the inmates 
patients under medicaltreatment rather convicts 
confinement, makes the problem one peculiar 
difficulty.....Adequate fencing the institution 
would unquestionably greatly reduce the number 
base about the men’s quarters” was recommended 
(and built). Also recommended, the fence “should 
patrolled night and day. least two night and 
two day guards would necessary... The 
quarters are nowsurrounded fence,which,while 
not very high, probably will serve the purpose. 
least one day and one night guard will nec- 


essary.” Electrical lighting the grounds was ins- 
talled because “absence lighting facilitates inmates 
desiring escape and renders difficult the proper 
disciplining the institution night.” Telephone 
service was installed expedite “immediate pur- 
suit escaping lepers through use the tel- 
ephone.” 

All this sounds rather horrible, doesn’t it? And 
doubt, some will ask, “Why dig skeletons 
out the past?” But this old, very old look proves 
that much progress has been made. have 
“new look”, even though some the conditions 
existing today may seem just horrible three dec- 
ades from now. 

The removal the barbed wire symbolizes the 
new trend, but the patient leaving with the medi- 
cal discharge was the new trend action. es- 
tablished precedent which will enable patients 
considered individual basis, rather than 
blanket rules applying all cases. THE STAR 
feels that this one the main targets which 
have been shooting. Naturally, are gratified 
that beginning has been made. 

The conditions under which individual may 
receive medical dischargefrom this hospital while 
still the so-called communicable stage Han- 
sen’s disease, outlined Dr. Otis Anderson, Med- 
ical Director, Chief the Hospital Division, 
Public Health Service, are follows: 

The family financially ,able 
pay the continuing medical costs for proper treat- 
ment. 

physician has indicated that will pro- 
vide continuous treatment and will report month- 
the patient’s progress and that the proper 
conditions the patient’s home environment are 
being observed. 

There are children and only few adults 
the house. 

The State Health Officer shall notified 
the conditions the discharge the patient and 
indicate his concurrence the proposed dis- 
position. 

these conditions Dr. Anderson adds, “It must 
realized that compliance required with the 
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state health laws for isolation persons with com- 
municable diseases.” 

Before discussing Dr. Anderson’s “conditions” 
some explanation what meant “the com- 
municable stage Hansen’s disease” 
order. 

There are several schools thought 
subject among the scientists themselves. However, 
the generally accepted theory that the “open 
case” which acid fast bacilli from lesions can 
demonstrated microscopically infectious. Cases 
which acid fast bacilli can found are con- 
sidered “closed” noninfectious. All this based, 
course, the concept that mycobacterium lep- 
rae the causative agent but even this has been 
disputed minority medical opinion. 

shown the No. condition, only patients 
who are financially able can take advantage the 
new “medical discharge.” This will certainly limit 
the number. 

reference the No. condition,s everal pat- 
ients here who have been correspondence with 
private physicians say that some these physicians 
have indicated that they would willing 
provide “continuous treatment” they were famil- 
iar with the use the new sulfone drugs. one 
instance, doctor suggested Chaulmoogra oil with 
which had treated the patient before came 
Carville. This demonstrates the need educat- 
ing physicians disease. pamphlet 
describing modern methods diagnosis and treat- 
ment issued the U.S. Public Health Service would 
constructive. 

The No. condition, referring home environ- 
ment, stresses “no children the house”. This 
accord with the opinion most leprologists, that 
the disease usually contracted childhood. 
Doctors believe that children under years 
age should not exposed household contact 
endemic areas. One authority states “that only 
children under four years age need con- 
sidered”. Leprologists are also that the av- 
erage adult, even endemic areas. has relative 
insusceptibility Hansen’s disease and need not 
considered. 


assume that Dr. Anderson’s per- 


tain endemic states only. Dr. McCoy, 
dean American leprologists, says, 


where the disease shows tendency spread, 


the home environment factor not 


his paper “Public Health Management Lep- 


rosy the U.S.”, Dr. McCoy writes, “There are 
only three states the Union which experience 
has shown that leprosy spreads sufficiently ne- 
cessitate special public health measures. These are 
Florida, Louisiana, and Texas. While definite 
trend discovered the prevalence the 
disease these states. the number new cases re- 


ported each year enough show that 


ues spread— though nowhere serious ex- 
tent. California presents special problem that 
infections are very rare —there have been perhaps 
cases transmission within the state recorded 
among total around 500 cases —the vast ma- 
jority having been imported. THE REMAIN- 
DER THE COUNTRY THERE LIT- 
TLE TENDENCY SPREAD THAT THE 
DISEASE CONSTITUTES SPECIAL PUB- 
LIC HEALTH PROBLEM”. 

Since the medical discharge system has been 
effect for about three months, only one patient, 
addition the one previously mentioned, has re- 
turned her home another endemic State with 
physician. 

given such consideration, but not unusual for 
patients who have not been branded 
There are scores cases Hansen’s disease un- 
der treatment private physicians Texas, 
some Florida, Louisiana and California, and 
there are always cases being treated New York 
and more than likely other non-endemic places. 

When the regulations governing this hospital 
were formulated 1922, was proposed that the 
Surgeon General would discharge patients 
either “cured”, “arrested” “latent”, depending 
upon the recommendations the discharge board. 
The board composed members the medi- 
cal staff this However, far 
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know, all patients have been discharged from this 
hospital “arrested cases”. The present require- 
ments for discharge “arrested case” are 
consecutive negative bacteriological examinations 
monthly intervals and the case must clinically 
inactive. 

The medical discharge was the first crack the 
wall tradition. this being written, another 
crack has appeared let the light science 
and reason. patient being discharged from 
this hospital “arrested case” after six consec- 
utive negative bacteriological examinations. 
returning his home non-endemic State. 
understand that the non-endemic 
factor, this case, was not the main considera- 
tion, the patient completely negative, bacteri- 
ologically and clinically. This case establishes an- 
other precedent and further accentuates our “new 
look”, but even this advance, officialdom has 
been slow acting reommendations The 
American Public Health-Association (Control 
Diseases, revised 1945, and approv- 
the U.S. Public Health Service. 

Dr. McCoy, who has given much time and study 
the public health aspects Hansen’s disease, 
declares, “Let longer say that because per- 
son suffers from leprosy, must handled 
such and such fashion rather let say this 
patient has leprosy; what the best way man- 
age this particular Some who have studied the 
problem believe that there were more flexibility 
dealing with patients, more good than harm 
would done. Many patients now large would 
encouraged come the hospital for treat- 
ment the earlier stages the development 
the disease were understood that entrance 
the hospital did not necessarily mean involuntary 
confinement. more liberal policy respecting dis- 
charges would result more patient-years the 
institution away from contact with the public than 
now the case.” 

the proof the pudding the eating, then 
Dr. McCoy’s statement meaningful. Statistics are 
revealing. estimated conservatively that there 
are between and 2000 cases dis- 
ease the United States. The patient population 
Carville always stays around 400. Included 
the 400 here now, are dischargees (arrested cases) 
who have elected remain here because eco- 
nomic conditions, crippling effects the pre-sul- 
fone era, because the difficulties adjust- 
ment and finding positions the outside world. 
From January October 20, patients 


were discharged arrested cases. During the same 
period, left via “the hole the fence”. 

When the writer became patient here, almost 
eighteen years ago, was told some the 
old-timers, “Brother, there are only three ways 
you can get out here, negative tests, through 
the hole the fence, box.” That was just 
about the way was, too, and the way has con- 
tinued. The medical discharge and the practical 
recognition the the Amer- 
ican Public Health Association give some meas- 
ure flexibity the almost inflexible system 
discharge followed here---BUT NOT ENOUGH. 

S.S. 


REV. ALLAN MINISTERS HERE 


Substituting here Protestant Chaplain, during 
the vacation the regular Chaplain, Rev. Clifton 
Rash, the Reverend Alexander McDonald 
Allan. 

Mr. Allan, Scotsman, still British subject 
and informal talk THE STAR office, 
told many his interesting andvaried experiences 
widely separated parts the world. 

studied first Glasgow University, Scotland, 
but finished his education Dunedin, New Zea- 
land, where married. 

Between the ages and sailed the seven 
seas. sailing vessels rounded Cape Horn three 
times and the Cape Good Hope 

With his wife, served years with the Pres- 
byterian Mission Board, acting for the last years 
agent for the American Mission Lepers Co- 
lombia, South Allan has been back 
the years during two which 
taught Washington College, 
Washington, Pennsylvania. 

Now retired, Mr. Allan received letter from Dr. 
Kellersberger suggesting come Carville, 
fill temporarily Mr. Rash’ position. 

One the most interesting Mr. Allan’s ex- 
periences, said, was 1900 when spent 
months sailing the missionary vessel the 
“Southern Cross“ visiting the Solomon Islands 
when the natives were still primitive. 

Mr. and Mrs. Allan and theirson live now 
Lawrence, Kansas. Mr. Allan says enyoying 
his two months’ stay Carville and members 
the Protestant congregation tell they appreciate 
deeply Mr. Allan’ friendly manner and inspiring 
sermons. 
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KALAUPAPA HAS THAT NEW LOOK 


Kalaupapa Settlement, the famed leprosarium 
the island Molokai, Territory Hawaii, has 
undergone world changes recent months ac- 
cording reports the Maui News and infor- 
mation gleaned from personal correspondence be- 
tween Carville patients and patients Kalaupapa. 
Credit for this new regime “hope and happi- 
ness” given Superintendent and Mrs. Law- 
rence Judd who took over their duties Kalau- 
papa little over year ago. Mr. Judd, who has had 
distinguished public career, the former Gover- 
nor Hawaii. 

William Belknap, news editor the Maui 


News, writes, and Mrs. Judd seem have 


the peace mind the patients their object- 
ive. course every effort being made for the 
physical well- being the people the settlement, 
but the couple has taken the problem having 
the patients live happy, normal life manner 
never before known the community. 

“Formerly, relatives visiting patients were shown 
into room where wire netting separated them, 
giving the patient the feeling being 
animal That has been done away 
with. 

“Ever since the settlement was started guard 
has stood constant vigil the top the forbid- 
ding pass that leads over the Pali. Judd has rem- 
oved that guard, giving the patients newer sense 
freedom, and incidentally saving considerable 
money that can used for the welfare the 
patients. 

“Many old taboos have been removed Mrs. 
Judd, giving greater sense normal living the 
people Kalaupapa. Every sensible precaution 
taken, but many the senseless rules that have 
been the books for years have been removed.” 

Mr. Belknap states, “It the field therapy 
and adult education that future hope happiness 
and normal living for the patients rests. The de- 
partment public instruction giving every aid 
its power end. Classes typing, car- 
pentry, domestic science and other trades are be- 
ing given. The new, modern, all-electric kitchen 
gleaming white. All this equipment 
was the donation friends the Judds and the 
Friends Kalaupapa.” 

New fields endeavor also opened pat- 
ients through Mrs. interest, include: 
rug weaving, block printing and pottery work. 
Last Christmas Mrs. Judd staged the Dickens 


Christmas story and plans are now under way for 
active litttle theatre group cooperation with 
the Maui Community Players. 

Enthusiastic letters from the Kalaupapa patients 
tell us, “We now have beauty shop here. Once 
month beautician spends week with us, 
teaching and giving permanents. Our cooking and 


Many aupapa patients drive and own This 
pictur2 shows arriving with new cars, recent ship- 
ment automobiles purchased the patients included two 
new models and cars, all good condition, 


sewing schools are proving very helpful. Twice 
month music teacher visits direct choral sing- 
ing, and also have regular calls from piano 
teacher who gives lessons the patients. 

“Our boy scouts are forming Eagle Scout 
Troop and efforts are being made get foot 
boat for the boys out sailing. 

“Last Fourth July team softballers from 
Kaunakakai came play our patient team. 
lost but this was the first time 
outside team had played our patient team, all 
felt like was real Independence Day. Outside 
teams can now come any time. 

“Not long ago, had wonderful dancing 
party. orchestra was flown from Honolulu, 
accompanied dancers Honolulu night club 
fame. 

“The patients can now take 
The price $10.00 for hour’s joy ride. doesa 
persons heart good see the change events 
taking place here.” some respects Kalaupapa 
seems wearing little more that “New 
Look” than Carville. THE STAR salutes Mr. and 
Mrs. Judd, and wishes them continued progress 
their adventure the humanities. 
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Pictured above are members St. Gabriel Unit 
277 (seated) and members our local Unit 188 
(standing). The ladies from came over 
for visit Sept. 12. They were also here for 
the Day ceremonies. 


There will scholarship award presented 
the student who has made the best grades 
the local grammar school the end the term. 
The Bell Telephone Memorial Unit 626 Ohio 
contributed the money and award will made 
our Unit 188. 


are planning fair for October raise 
funds help the Legion Post with the Armistice 
Day celebration and buy some new Boy Scout 
uniforms. There will bingo, raffles and booths 
many sorts encourage people enjoy them- 
selves while contributing funds our program 
activities. Local organizations and groups are con- 
tributing prizes are Auxiliary Units throughout 
the state. 


The teamwork members our Unit some- 
thing proud of. While the enrollment 
small great deal being accomplished and the 
harmony the Post and Unit noteworthy, 


ALINE STRIBBLING, PRESIDENT 
UNIT 188 


NOTICE 
When sending checks money orders for subscrip- 
tions kindly make them payable THE STAR avoid 
difficulty cashing them. 


October 


Here group prominent Louisiana Sers, pictured 


during recent visit this hosjital. Left right: Pen- 
der, Buton Rouge, Grand Cheminot Train; 
Spengler, Alexandria, Cheminot National; Joe Warner, 
Shreveport, Grand Gare; Dr. M.E. Kaffie, 
port, Chef Gare, Voiture 137, and Couzine, New 
Chef Gare, Voiture 201. 


ROUGH ROADTO CARVILLE 
SMOOTHED 


According announcement the daily 
press the river road from Geismar the hamlet 
Carville and Burtville will surfaced 
“black topped”. The bid awarded the State 
Department Highways LeBlanc Bros. 
Baton Rouge for $252,000, calls for miles 
surfacing, including the road from Carville the 
National Leprosarium. 

The route that will surfaced leads from the 
hospital the end the pavement Baton 
Rouge. Anyone driving from the capital 
need not leave pavement. 

Traffic counts made only recently, show that 
there per cent more traffic route than 
the alternate. 

The Department Highways has decided that 
the present project the immediate need, and they 
are going forward with Later, per- 
haps, all the other gravel roads will replaced, 
but not immediately. 


NOTICE 
Since the first Monday November All Saints’ 
Day, the semi-annual meeting the Carville Cath- 
olic Chapel Guild will held Monday, Nov. 
8th, Loyola (Thomas Hall)at P.M. would 
great joy His Excellency, Archbishop Rummel, 


our members would attend this meeting. 


Mrs. GEO. DAVIS, PRESIDENT 
CARVILLE CATHOLIC CHAPEL GUILD 
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CARVILLE CALLERS... 


continued from page 
North Carolina, Georgia and Louisiana. The Aul- 
gers came Carville the invitation group 
patients who had heard about them through Miss. 
Marie Lee Seattle, Washington. 

the hospital theatre, preceding the Saturday 
night movie, the Aulgers showed series mot- 
ion pictures taken California and their trip. 
Mr. Aulger, acting narrator, explained the pic- 
tures taken their San Diego home, where Mrs. 
Aulger, spite paralyzed right arm, does all 
her own house work. Mr. Aulger operates rad- 
repair shop and also finds time fly hand- 
controlled plane now and then. 

Among the interesting pictures shown, were 
shots the annual convention “The Indoor 
Sports national social organization for the 
physically handicapped with which the Aulgers 
are connected. membership now 1500 
with chapters almost every state our country 
and recently chapter has been organized Eng- 
land. The Club especially strong California 
and some the pictures showed Susan Peters, 
Gary Cooper and other movie stars entertaining 
Club parties. 

Apart from social activities, The Indoor Sports 
Club stimulates interest hobbies and crafts 
among its members, and publishes monthly 
paper called “The Hookup.” 

Wherever the Aulgers stopped they brought 
message courage, hope and good cheer and Car- 
ville was exception. fact this being writ- 
ten our patients are forming chapter The 
Indoor Sports Club. 


recent weeks, many large groups from differ- 


ent organizations have visited this hospital. This 
real educational benefit, such groups out 
and tell friends the facts about the patients whom 
they have met. Thus many the false ideas per- 
taining “leprosy” are corrected. Pictured below 
group students from the New Orleans Bap- 
tist Seminary, taken with the Protestant Chaplain, 
Clifton Rash, while was showing them about 
the place. 


The annual Convention the National Council 


Catholic Women, held New Orleans Sep- 


tember, brought groups the delegates Car- 
ville. Included were Miss Mary Duffy South 
Orange, New Jersey, Supreme Regent, Catholic 
Daughters America; Mrs. John Ballard, Milton, 
Massachusetts, National Treasurer, Catholic 
Daughters; Miss Rosalie Marsala, Donaldsonville, 
La., G.and Regent Court Ascension; Carrie Mars- 
ala, Donaldsonville, La.; Sarah Daily, Decatur, 
Mrs. Nicholson, Wallace, Idaho; Mrs. 
Thos. Smith, Newark, N.J.; Marguerite Boylan, 
Brooklyn, N.Y.; Mrs. John Nevens, Springfield, 
Ill.; Eileen Egan, New York, N.Y.: Mrs. Wm. 
Canty, Decatur, Ill.; Mrs. Pat Ryan, Decatur, 
Margaret Hughes, Springfield, Ill. and Miss Fran- 
ces Grewe, Nenzel, Nebraska. 


group Medical Social Workers this 
state, who had been taking course Louisiana 
State University Baton Rouge, were here for 
visit. Sister Hilary Ross, Biochemist this station, 
conducted the tour and brought them THE 
STAR plant. Many questions were asked the 
group. 


Mrs. Samuel Frant and daughter, Joyce, New 
York City visited Carville August. Mrs. Frant 
the wife Dr. Frant, former Epidemiologist 
and Director Preventable Diseases, New York 
City. Dr. Frant, now Deputy Commissioner 
Health, New York City, believes the modern 
approach and treatment Hansen’s disease. 
letter THE STAR wrote: “Our attitude 
toward the disease the same Dr. McCoy’s. 
feel that there little spread this part 
the country and that patients with the disease 
not have rigidly isolated.” 


NOTICE 
THE STAR’s telephone number Carville 1502. 


can reached Monday through Friday from 
8:30 A.M. 2:30 P.M. and Saturday until noon. 
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October 


THINK 


Opinions the Patients 


This inaugurates new department which THE STAR will carry from time time. it, 
cross section the patient body will given the opportunity express their views reply 
question current interest. The question for this is, “What you think the conditions out- 
lined Dr. Anderson under which patient may receive medical discharge from this hospital 

while still so-called communicable stage disease 


* 


Justice recently won decision, when new 
ruling, the Public Health Service officials, 
permitting certain individuals receive treatment 
home, became effective. 

The real value the decision, based sci- 
entific facts, that ignores the public phobia, 
based ignorance. 

Congratulations those officials who have 
the courage their convictions. gives hope that 
Justice and Truth will triumph. 


A. CARPENTER 

Commenting condition No. 1:- Regardless 
type discharge, the government should con- 
tinue furnish whichever drug the patient tak- 
ing, for least one year for negative arrested 
cases, two years for positive, cases considered 
communicable stage. 

Condition No. 2:- Considering the cost the 
government housing, feeding and clothing pa- 
tient while the leprosarium would seem 
saving the government for the patient 
living home, she would supplying 
the above mentioned. Therefore the government 
could still take care the arrangements for, and 
fees physician least part the expense 
and the same time saving some the tax- 
payers’ money. For those patients who might live 
case veteran, veterans’ hospital, arrange 
for them there for treatment out-patients. 
Number two should written explain 
more fully what-all meant proper conditions 
the patient’s home environment. 

Condition Where they draw the line 
between children and adults? children over 
ten years are permitted visit inside the leprosa- 
rium would they considered adults the 
home? 

Condition No. 4:- has been said, many 
persons many times, peace mind great 
healer itself. Therefore, why not stop much 
buck-passing, away with the blanket law where 


Hansen’s disease concerned and consider each 
case its condition and severity. When pa- 
tient who does not really need hospitalization re- 
quests discharge, why can’t the M.O.C. here 
fair about and give said patient some assistance 
contacting the health officer concerned, stating 
him that not necessary for him her 
isolated and conditions home are right, re- 
commend such discharge. now, the 
will say, “if all right with your health 
officer can release you”. The health officer will 
say, “if alright with your M.O.C. accept 
you”. But the trouble is, one, except one 
case that know of, and that after months 
dickering back and forth, will say “alright.” 
LEONARD MUSIQUE 


While there are some good points the cond- 
itions outlined Dr. Anderson under which 
patient may receive medical discharge from 
this hospital while still the “so-called” com- 
municable stage the disease, there are other 
points which, opinion, should reconsid- 
ered. For instance, patient already saturat- 
with one the sulfones, Promin Diasone, 
and has been faithful his her treatment, 
such patient, sure, should know how 
take care himself. Therefore, there reason 
why any state health officer should 
about patient leaving this hospital under such 
conditions stated Dr. Anderson’s letter. 
doing, patient who desires leave the 
hospital, feels that his freedom constantly being 
watched health officer who often knows very 
little about Hansen’s disease. 


Dr. Anderson worried about the conditions 
under which patients this hospital should leave, 
what about the hundred, perhaps thousands 
persons afflicted with Hansen’s who are roaming 
the streets many towns and cities the United 
States without treatment? 

Today there are many doctors the U.S. who 
know about our disease and are willing treat 
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patients afflicted with (thanks the education- 
campaign Therefore, the chances 
are, that when patient asks leave this hospital, 
knows where find one these doctors, and, 
necessary, the intelligent patient will only too 


glad come back for readmission. 
JANE BROWN 


Dr. conditions are not entirely 
line with the 1948 knowledge disease. 
The conditions stress the “communicable stage”. 
How does one know what constitutes the “com- 
municable stage”, since the mode transmission 
never has been determined and further, the germ 
can not grown the laboratory, they 
haven't been able innoculate any person suc- 
cessfully with it. think Hansen’s disease should 
treated city, county state, exactly 
other diseases. Far more people with the dis- 


ease would under treatment than now. 
LEE BRYAN 


How can there many strings little for 
few? new form “so-called” discharge 
way abridges the difficulties which originally 
caused patients seek treatment here. makes 
attempt the disillusion the inequities 
which are placed upon people with Hansen’s dis- 
ease society. fact, specifically provides that 
additional requirements must met. 

all these requirements are met and your 
State Board Health finds your return acceptable, 
this discharge only allows you return the 
usually unhappy association with your local health 
officer. escape from this environment em- 
barrassment and coercion the primary reason 
why patients request hospitalization here. Certain- 
there seems little advantage the patient 
this discharge when may voluntarily termi- 
nate his hospitalization and return the jurisdic- 
tion his local health officer without accepting 
the additional restrictions. 

Some may think that this encouraging step 
the U.S.P.H.S. can see only another 
shirking their responsibility passing the buck 
the state health authorities. You must remember 
that this discharge contingent upon the approval 
these authorities. has one other very disagree- 
able aspect, giving rise very abrupt answer 
some who have suggested that there may room 
for improvement administrative policy, that 
you don’t like the way are running things, you 


can leave. 
T,A. RICHARDS 


NEW ORLEANS 
SPONSORS BOOK DRIVE 


PHOTO COURTESY NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE. 


Through the efforts the Young Men’s Busi- 
ness Club New Orleans, the patients’ library 
this hospital being eniarged the addition 
hundreds new books, including good current 
fiction, autobiographies, biographies, books oc- 
cupational therapy, travel. stories for children and 
high school and college text books. 

Shown above, the third shipment books 
being checked Rudolph Vorbusch, Chair- 
man and Victor Schiro, President the Y.M.B.C. 

John Hall Jacobs, New Orleans librarian has co- 
operated with the Y.M.B.C. build 


LEPROSY PROBLEM from page 


void any reasonable risk infecting their fellows. 

know that leprosy not nearly infective 
dangerous tuberculosis syphilis. There- 
fore let treat its victims more lightly than 
treat tuberculosis and syphilitic patients rather 
than now, like criminals. 

seems high time that the prevailing 
practice handling leprosy patients fully re- 
viewed strong humanitarian spirit. Indeed 
might claimed with some justification that to- 
day leprosy more amenable treatment than 
its sister disease, tuberculosis. The removal the 
dread forcible and indeterminate separation 
from home and kindred one the most potent 
factors the achievement success the camp- 
aign against leprosy. 
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AROUND THE TOWN 


Ann Pace 


The weather now invigorating; cool enough 
the mornings and evenings for sweaters and 
blanket the bed night. 

There outdoor fireplace built grove 
trees, tables and benches are hand and all-in-all 
itis grand spot for Wiener roasts other outings. 
Groups frequently enjoy pleasant evenings there. 


The site this hospital was plantation 
pre-Civil War days. Whether the slaves years 
gone planted the saplings not one the 
many things not known, but pecan trees are plen- 
tiful here. Each autumn about this time the nuts 
begin falling and groups are seen going out daily 
with empty bags and returning hours later tired but 
with bags overflowing. There will much candy, 
cookies and some fruit cakes made with these pe- 
cans the coming winter days. course, our 
waistlines will expand but then will enjoy our- 
selves while adding the pounds. 

The softball season has given way the volley 
ball season. the evenings when there isn’t 
movie other entertainment, the lights are switch- 
and the boys for some fast games. 
Oscar tells fine way reduce and I’m 
need to. 


Radios are going full blast, for all ears are tuned 
the football clashes and the World Series base- 
ball games. Sports come for lot attention 
and the next best thing witnessing the contests 
hearing the play play reports. Betting the 
outcome ranges anywhere from cash, dinners, 
cold drinks, the loser cooking supper and wash- 
ing dishes for the winner for month. like 
the winning end bet like that one. 


way the grapevine hear that there will 
dance for Halloween sponsored the Pa- 
tients’ Federation and one Armistice Day under 
the auspices the Marine Hospital Post 188, 
merican Legion. So, gals, get out your dancing 
shoes and your pretty party dresses; and guys, get 
your suits out mothballs. Summer over and 
can now dress without looking like wilted 
flowers thirty minutes later. 


Another unattractive spot down Cottage Grove 
way being improved and beautified. Johnnie 
Harris, with great deal encouragement from 
his wife Ann struggling with square, level, ham- 
mer, saw and nails, building new cottage. 
located where before there were only couple 
small storerooms. Johnnie has had about years 
experience engineering and drafting, which 
made drawing plans not too difficult, but this 
the first house has ever built, the carpentry prob- 
lems aren’t easily solved. Several the boys 
have been working with him each day and has 
had the benefit and Hank’s advice 
when has hit snags. The framework and 
the roof this writing and looks like 
the house that Johnnie built should ready for 
occupancy before too many months 
We, who live the suburbs, look forward with 
pleasure having the Harrises neighbors. 

There little story kindness others 
which needs told. While the government 
maintains laundry for the patients’ clothes, 
not equipped for any dry cleaning. Two our 
men patients operate cleaning and pressing shop 
where pay have our work done. One 
these men, Max, heart that very big and 
full affection for our younger generation and 
our handicapped patients. Day after day, Max 
cleans and presses the children’s clothing and in- 
variably when brings them back and you ask 
what you owe him, replies, “Nothing”. got 
inquiring around thinking maybe just showed 
this special consideration young ward, but 
learned blanket rule that applies all 
the children and even further than that, asks 
only half the usual fees for the same work for the 
handicapped patients. Probably Max would ra- 
ther that tell this little story but feel 
deserves tribute for his help his fellow patients. 

The Music Room House has been freshly 
painted pale tint green and the girls the 
Natural Music Club are making new drapes 
harmonize. The cost the material, well 
other expenses the club, defrayed from the 
proceeds monthly bingo game that they con- 
duct during the winter months. The girls had their 
annual election officers September. Dorothy 
was elected President and Margaret, Vice-President. 


| 


Further Facts 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious anc 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 
cidence infection very small. some these cases reas- 
onable doubt existed whether the individual acquired 
the infection the This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville Leprosarium plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, 
cians, etc., with but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section the most state the Union 
and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 


cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


The condition which should officially known Hansen’s disease 
name called “leprosy” because erroneous translation the Bible. 


writings attributed Hippocrates refer 
portance. The translators the Hebrew 


the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the 
thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth 
conditions which are defined under the Hebrew 
The repeated expression throughout the Old 


the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
ers assert that good father never took any precautions 
against infection but lived 
successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years without 
contracting the disease. 

* * * * 

1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ which causes the disease. 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 
impossible for the “Laboratory” distinguish between 
the two germs. 

* * * 

Hansen’s not included the list quarantinable dis- 
eases New York State and patients that State are subject 

* * * * 

man woman may remain physical health for 
years contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 
Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


* * * * 


some other scientifically accurate and riptive 
The Greek word “lepra” had been used the 


vague group scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious im- 
estament into Alexandrian Greek (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used the 
word lepra their effort find Greek equivalent for “Zaraath.” The writers the 


New Testament followed the example 


iblical and modern use the word “leprosy” cause 


apter Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six seven 
word “Zaraath” had nothing common with what called “leprosy” today. 
leprous snow, may applied vitiligo psoriasis but 


could never any acrobatics the imagination applicd toinfection with Hansen’s bacillus. 


The most characteristic features infection with Hansen’s bacillus (such nerve involvement with loss sensation 


the extremities) are nowhere mentioned. ‘The description leprosy 


proof that not the name disease 


The clue the significance this condition among the 


arments and leprosy houses should conclusive 


and certainly not the disease that call leprosy. 


leprosy described being affliction which the result Divine displeasure (as the case Miriam) being 
sign Divine power (as the case Moses) being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the case 


Naaman) 


The word leprosy quite obviously was applied not disease the skin but mark blemish which rendered the 


person ritualistically unclean, 


One important feature leprosy described the New Testament confirms the view that was thought essentially 
mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are desc ribed being “healed” “cured.” Leprosy, however, des- 


cribed being 


When this simple, and believe, true explanation Biblical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 
taken toward the the irrational leprophobia today. 


Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, University Illinois, College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical College, Chicago; The Jewish Encylopedia, Vol. and other authoritative sources. 
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